D(:l DOWNER_S GROVE Downers Grove
DOVmsns HISTORIC HOME Historical Society

MUSEUM PROGRAM
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

The Downers Grove Museum and the Downers Grove Historical Society are proud to present the Downers Grove
Historic Home Program. This Program aims to preserve the history and integrity of Downers Grove’s homes and
educate the community about research and preservation. A home must be at least fifty years old to apply for
recognition. This packet describes the requirements that need to be met in order for a home to be recognized as a
Historic Home and for the owner(s) to be entitled a Historic Home Program plaque at no charge to the home

owners.

The Downers Grove Historic Home Program is not affiliated with the Village of Downers Grove’s Historic
Landmark Program. The Downers Grove Historic Home Program is strictly honorary and does not limit the
homeowner from making alterations to the home. Additionally, the Program does not qualify homeowners for any
type of financial incentives such as property tax assessment freezes or tax rebates.

RESEAR CHING YOUR HOMES HISTORY

Start your research by writing down what you know about your home already. Use a notebook or blank sheet of
paper to write your name at the top along with the years you have resided in your home. Below your name, write
the name of the person you bought the property from and any additional information you may know. Do you know
how long they lived there? If you are uncertain how long they owned the property, leave a space so you can fill it in
once you discover the information.

If you do not have any more information about your home, that is okay. By utilizing the DuPage County Recorders
website, you will be able to track the ownership of your home back to 1961. All of the associated deeds have been
uploaded online from that point to current. This is a very user friendly website. All you need to get started is either
a name (this could even be your name), an address or the property index number. By typing this information in you
will get a partial list of previous owners and are able to print copies of previous deeds, which are needed as proof of
tindings later in the application process.

See Appendix A for a glossary of property records terms.



REQUIRED INFORMATION:

To research your home, you will need to know its property description. It will be listed on the deed to your house
(if you cannot access the physical one, you can find it using the DuPage County Office of Records’ online
document portal). The property description can also be found on a Plat of Survey for your house.

Example of a Property Description:

Lot 1 in C.B. Blodgett Homestead Subdivision in Downers Grove, a Subdivision of part of Lot 4, in
Assessors Subdivision in Section 8, Township 38 North, Range 11, East of the Third Principal Meridian

You should also write down your property’s Property Index Number (PIN). This can be found on a property
tax bill or a deed. You can also search the DuPage County Clerk’s online Property Lookup Page:
https://www.dupageco.org/Propertylnfo/Propertyl.ookUp.aspx.

An example of a PIN: 09-08-316-003-000.

It is necessary to have this information because your address may have changed over time, but your property’s
description and PIN has not (there are few examples of PIN # changing but this is a very rare occurrence).

RECOMMENDED R ESEAR CH STEPS:

1. Online Deed Records — Use the Office of the Recorder’s online portal to find digital deeds and mortgage
records related to your home as far back as 1961. Write down who lived in your home. Grantors and
Grantees will be listed on each deed (see Appendix A for definitions)

2. Tax Records - Property tax records are important to your research because they validate a time frame when
your home was most likely built. If a home or building was built, the assessed value of the property should
typically increase for the year after it was completed. However, keep in mind that an increase does not always
mean a home or building was erected, but it is important to document that increase. These can be found
online through the County Recorder's website.

3. Deed Books and Mortgage Records— Visit the DuPage County Recorders office in Wheaton, IL and look
at Grantor /Grantee books to find records eatlier than 1961. These show transactions between previous
buyers and sellers of your property and will provide you with an accurate date of when your property was
sold. Write these down using the charts on that page.

4. Historical Information — Use historical records from the Downers Grove Museum, Library, and family
history websites to find any information you can on your house’s past owners and historical significance i.e:
Lindenwald Estate the home of General Ducat, he reorganized the Il National Guard to its current standards.

5. Architectural Classification — Use the Village of Downers Grove’s Architectural Style Guide and other
books or online resources to determine what architectural style(s) and/or vernacular form(s) your home
matches (see Appendix A for descriptions of these terms).


https://www.dupageco.org/PropertyInfo/PropertyLookUp.aspx

RECOMMENDED RESEARCH STEPS (CONT.):

6.

7.

8.

City Directories/Phone Books - Look up your address in the
Museum and Library’s city directories and phone books, which date
as far back as 1903. The directories list past residents of your home
and sometimes they will list the person’s occupation. See Appendix B
to find out which years the Museum and Library have.

Atlases - Look at DuPage County atlases at the Museum, which can
show you where your property is and if it was divided up into
sections. Learning if your property was divided into sections is
important because it can explain some land transactions that took
place, which you will learn more about once you begin to look at
property tax records.

Ask for Help - If at anytime, you feel stuck in your research, please
reach out to the Downers Grove Museum or Downers Grove
Historical Society for help.

Note: Addresses in Downers
Grove changed in 1927 to adapt
to Chicago’s address system. If
you do not know your
property’s old address, it will be
difficult to look at directories
prior to 1927.

The Sanborn Fire Insurance
Maps of Downers Grove from
1927 have both the old and new
addresses listed. Unfortunately,
the whole town is not on this
map. This is available through
the Library of Congress website.

As well, if a former owner of
your property was living in your
home prior to 1927, you can
look at the 1925-1926 city
directories and learn your old
address number by searching
that owner.




EXAMPLES OF COMMONLY USED SOURCES: A HOW TO

DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website):
The website will load to a page that looks like this, click the search documents button as
seen below. https://www.dupagecounty.gov/elected_officials/county_clerk/

Your Voter Information alendar areers o ransiate ) arch 4

Home Government  Transparency Portal How Do |

Recorder

Home » Elected Officials » Recorder

@ = ' ®

Search Documents Property Fraud Alert Forms & Fees Contact Us Honor Rewards

RECORDER History and Growth

Once you have clicked the search documents button, the page below will load. Type in either your
name, a previous owners name (who you bought the house from is listed on your deed), the
address or the Property Index Number and then hit the search button.

RECORDER'S ONLINE DOCUMENTS

THE COUNTY OF DUPAGE
WHEATON, ILLINOIS

Search Documents

Please complete at least one field below.

Effective Date: 10/31/2024 Book & Page Register

rName Ir

Last Name First Name

| | | |

—OR—

Bank Name Trust Number — letters, numbers, spaces and hyphens only

—OR—

Subdivision/Business Name

rProperty Ir

Street Number Street Dir Street

[-Select- v

City

Property Index Number

I N Y N Y



https://www.dupagecounty.gov/elected_officials/county_clerk/

DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website) continued:

After hitting the search button, a list of results will load that looks something like this. Look for
deeds under Doc. Type. A Grantor is the seller of a property and a Grantee is the buyer; you can
see on the list below the same deed shows up because it is listed under both the Grantors and
Grantees name, you only need one, as it is the same document. The document number is listed
on the left.

RECORDER'S ONLINE DOCUMENTS

THE CoUNTY OF DUPAGE
WHEATON, ILLINOIS

New Search Search Results

.
Document Number Date Recorded Name Type Doc Type Legal Description
R2024-017249 0410272024 JONES, GEORGE GRNTOR DEED FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2024-017249 04/02/2024 JOMES, JANICE GRNTOR DEED FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PL L: 28
R2024-017249 04/02/2024 JONES, GEORGE GRNTEE DEED FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PL L: 28
R2024-017249 04/02/2024 JONES, JANICE GRNTEE DEED FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PL L: 28
R2024-017249 0410212024 JONES JOINT TENANCY TRUST, GEORGE GRNTEE DEED FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2024-017249 0410272024 JONES JOINT TENANCY TRUST, JANICE GRNTEE DEED FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-079045 ner23rz022 MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC RLSE 1 MORTGAGE RELEASE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-079045 0812312022 UBS AG RLSE 1 MORTGAGE RELEASE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-079045 08/23/2022 MACKENNA, CHRISTOPHER M RLSE 2 MORTGAGE RELEASE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-079045 0812312022 MACKENNA, MARY RLSE 2 MORTGAGE RELEASE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PL L- 28
R2022-079045 082372022 MACKENNA TRUST, CHRISTOPHER M RLSE 2 MORTGAGE RELEASE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-079045 0812372022 MACKENNA TRUST, MARY RLSE 2 MORTGAGE RELEASE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-078145 nangrzo22 JONES, GEORGE A MRTGOR MORTGAGE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-078145 08M9r2022 OWENS, JANICE L MRTGOR MORTGAGE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-078145 081972022 MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INC MRTGEE MORTGAGE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
R2022-078145 08/18/2022 UNITED WHOLESALE MORTGAGE LLC MRTGEE MORTGAGE FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PL L- 28
PT2022-078144 08/18/2022 MACKENNA, CHRISTOPHER M MYDEC FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PL L: 28
PT2022-078144 08182022 MACKENNA, MARY R MYDEC FAIRMOUNT QWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28
PT2022-078144 nanerzoz22 MACKENNATRUST, CHRISTOPHER M MYDEC FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL. 28
PT2022-078144 08n9r2022 MACKENMNA TRUST, MARY R MYDEC FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PLL: 28

12345673



DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website) use example continued:

Once you click an item on the list a page that looks like this will appear, make sure the Property
Index Number/Pin# and the legal description match your property. As long as they ate a match
you can continue and click View/Print Document. From this point you can click a document and
print it directly from the website.

THE COUNTY OF DUPAGE
WHEATON, ILLINOIS

Print This Page

Document Detail

View / Print Document To order certified copies, please contact the Recorder Office's Research Department at 630-407-5401.

Doc Number: R1985-023188 Document Date: 3/29/1985
Give Feedback

Recording Date: 4/2/1985 Time: 2:15 FM

Doc Type: 001 Total Page Count: 1

Doc Desc: DEED

Consideration: 10.00 Plat Book:
Return Address:

Address1: Address2:

Address3:

Name of Party

KAISER, MICHAEL A GRNTEE
MNOLAN, DIANA L GRNTOR
MNOLAN, STEPHEN J GRNTOR
KAISER, CHARLOTTE D GRNTEE

I 7! Doscribtion
Subdivision SEENOTESL:0B:0OL:0 L 28 FAIRMOUNT OWNERS ASSMT PL 38-11

PIN 09-08-407-021



DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website) continued:

Once you have clicked the View/Print Document button a pdf file will load showing the deed.
Deeds have a lot of good information that can be utilized for your research. Write the information
down and keep the old deed to track your properties ownership. Note who the Grantor/Grantees
were, the transaction dates (each deed has two, the day it was signed and the day it was filed
sometimes these dates are months apart), the consideration amount, if a book and page number is
listed anywhere on the deed note this information down too, type of deed and doc #’s as well.

GEORDE K. COLE® WO 810
LEGAL FORKS
Apei. 1980
Joirt Tananoy
Statutory (ILLINOIB)
(inclhvidusl ta individual)

GATION. faneta loay bern g o sty e o

-58Y

THEGRANTORS, Stephen J. Nolan and
Diana L. Nolam hisewr

5056959 /o4
ALNN A
ooy

881¢e?

ofthe Yillage ofDowners® Ffumy utmnu_

Stateof _Illinois for and in considerati
Ten ($10.00) DOLLaRs

in hand paid,

CONVEY and WARRANT __ o
Michael A. Kalser and Charlotte D.

Kaiser, his wife
413 chicago Rvenue [The Abave Space For Recondsr's Use Only)

Downers G50y abhess & 3dres:
not in Tenancy in Common, but in JOINT TENANCY, ihe foliowing described Real Estate situated in the
Countyof BuPage inthe Stte of lilinois, to wit:

Lot 23 in Fairmount Owners Assessment Plat of the East 1/2 of Blook
6 in Straube's Addition to Downers Grove, being a Subdivisien irn th
South 1/2 of Section 8, Township 38 North, Range ll, East of the
Third Principal Meridian, according to the Plat of Fairmount Owners
Assessment Pla:t recorded March 23, 1954 as document 711327, in
DuPage County, Illinois.

SIZTH Z- vy opy

Subject only to: (a) General real estate taxes for 1984 and subse- y
quent years; (b) Special Assessments confirmed after this contract g
0

date; (c) Bullding, building line and use or occupancy restrictions,
conditions and covenants of record; (d) Zoning laws and Ordinances; |E
{e) Basements for public utilities; (£) Drainage ditches, feeders, _sh:
laterals and drain tile, pipe or other conduit; and (g) covenants, K
p conditions and rastrictions of record. .

lroduiy i S F

Property Index Number 035-08-407-021 ‘

hereby releasing and waiving all rights under and by virtue of the Homestead Exemption Laws of the State of '}
Tllinods. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD said premisca not in tenancy in common, but in joint ienancy forever.

#%th el B
DATED this day of, 1985 Fole
L%Auw) Xlea
FLEASE
PRINTOR st J. Nolan Diana L. Holan
TYPE NAMES :
i _(SEAL) (SEAL)
SIONATURE(S) -

State of Iilinois, County of Cook s L the i aMotary Publicinand for '
wid County, in the State aforesaid, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that

Stephen J. Kolan and Dlana L. Nolan

. persenally known to me 10 be the same p 8 _whoseneme 8_Are

i s blbluuplll,l.nmn:m lppumhbnmlhhd.lyhpnmn and acknowi-
if £ hay signed, sealed and delivered the sald instrumentas_thair
¥ mmm}-m for the uses and purposes therein set forth, mlﬂ.n.l‘ln]lhl

A adver of the right of
fd '.g‘ U ..\"-
mmm@d'mmuu ﬂil_.’..i.;h;n"_ T - a.l!ﬂn,
- T TRA e i o il
© eapires _June 17 el < = = c arr BT
This instrument was prepared by mm%w_ﬂmmﬁmm
ACCSE RS OF PROPERTY -

F a .

*Remember to continue writing down your list of previous owners even though you are printing
these documents, it will make the process easier and prevent confusion.



DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website) use example continued:

Sometimes due to computer gremlins having a good time the list will have a gap even though you
have not reached the 1961 mark. In this case search the last Grantee(buyer) name you found and

this may bring up another deed for when they sold the property (they would then be the Grantor)
that for some reason did not show up in the general search on the website.

Example of very basic notes:
(Your notes don’t have to be fancy, just make sure you can read them)

)/9(&"\%(, \ Carenidss \bOC T&m\ 65(- > \ Date | <o,

| g - 1 ‘
Lo, - : |

[HE=== | Lm&?w ok =\ MNonelol Sutten \ Executars) B (RS T e
Schborle ¢ 3 e . A1236-062840 \ =143 10

| ‘ y Patricia. Sutteon | DPeed

U o i W e |
SN — ~ =

}%‘;ﬁ&fou wu‘-%_%l&:‘;%&%ﬂg > Sieg WO \BHSY-723477 f{%’éﬁs\ i

_%’Ef; 54 |[Elton H. Tor \Harold buepse | WD 95| -L22488| )5 2, |10

L,%ﬁ Albect N.Z°l‘}49c( EH‘"’\ H,;Tur wbh ﬁ]ﬁqg-%é‘ﬂ‘] o L SO, fhst

Ty/77 A |

L %2: 282 || gnce Fled  \Mlbect Nzellimg WD (R 7-51636712/2, /97 .
B Mo ECdig Loceflec | Wb _|WE |G o
| 10/2%/%
Z

e 5 ?.ﬁ. Boechec PLUKE. Gardmed QLD |RIT22-3000 1)) /55

<
|

o
| Yoge 526 Iflbeey Zollingec | Aﬂ\b@&,%_wlﬁﬁﬁ"g”% 5748 10

10

10

Once you have obtained all the names of previous owners and copies of deeds you can from this
website the next logical step is to research the property taxes.

*It is sometimes logical to research the taxes first before making a physical trip to the Recorders
Office for the rest of the deeds you need, because the tax history can illuminate who other previous
owners might be. Then you have an idea of which names you need to search for in the Recorders
Office’s Grantor/Grantee Books.
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EXAMPLES OF COMMONLY USED SOURCES: A HOW TO
DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website):

Tax Record Search

Go to the Dupage County Government Website: https://www.dupagecounty.gov/

It should look something like this:

Sign up to receive County news and updates in your inbox!

Your Voter Information ~ Calendar  Careers X 5 in Translate )  Search Q

Home Government  Transparency Portal How Do |

DuPage County

DuPage County government's mission is to ensure that our
communities will always be desirable places to live, work and
raise families, where all feel welcomed. As you navigate our
site, please feel free to share your feedback.

I'm looking for...

CHONORORONC)

Adopt an Animal Community Services Coming to Court Property Tax Information ~ Voter Information Meetings and Agendas

In the drop down menu under Government Tab select County Clerk

Your Voter Information  Calendar  Careers ® in Translate & Search Q

Transparency Portal How Do |

COUNTY BOARD ELECTED OFFICIALS DEPARTMENTS

Judicial Circuit C

urces

Auditor i
Information Tec

Clerk of the
Probat and Court Se

Public Defender

Ethics at the County C y r stainability

Public Works

Liquor Comn
Stor

Strategic Plan é Of Education Facilities

Finance
Transportation

s Attorney < x
Veterans A:

Treasurer

11


https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
https://www.dupagecounty.gov/
https://www.dupagecounty.gov/
https://www.dupagecounty.gov/

DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website):

Tax Record Search Cont.

This should then load to a page that looks something like this:

Home  Government  Transparency Porta

County Clerk

Home » Elected Officials » County Clerk

= & & & {ot

Election Division Marriage Licenses Tax Redemptions Vital Records Property Tax Lookup
FOLLOW US County Clerk Jean Kaczmarek
f X The Office of the County Clerk acts as the Clerk of the DuPage County Board, Secretary of the Emergency Telephone
System Board, and the Secretary of the Liquor Control Commission. As such, the Office must attend meetings, keep a
upsgecounty.gov/elected officials/county_clerk/vital_records.php & record of the proceedings and attest to all ordinances and resolutions.

" Do not click property tax look up that’s not what you think it is.

» Instead scroll down a little and select Tax History Search in the Property Tax Info side tab
located on the left hand side of the page.

e S T

RELATED PAGES The Office of the County Clerk issues r

Order Vital Records
« Marriage and civil union licenses

) ) « Assumed business name regijstre
Apply for a Marriage License
« Liguor licenses (for unincorporat

« Raffle licenses (for unincorporat:
Licenses & Permits . )
« Tobacco licenses (for unincorpor

« Amusement device registration

Assumed Business Names
The Office of the County Clerk provide

Property Tax Rate &
Reports

Property Tax Information

— T ——
Clerk Data Request

Tax Redemption

and civil union licenses

e County Clerk also pla

P Tax Revenue
Economic Interasts as well as:

- . - [ SRS | [P NN PO RO (IS | R .


https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/

DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website):
Tax Record Search Cont.

This will then load a page that looks something like this:

@ Want County news directly in your inbox?
Sign up to receive County updates through email or text message!

Calendar Careers f X @ ® Transla

;.3 Home Government  Transparency Portal

RELATED PAGES The collector's books are available online to assist in identifying tax history for properties in DuPage County. For
example, if the value on a property increases greatly from one year to another, it could indicate a building was added
Property Tax Rate & Reports to the property.

Tax History Search NOTE: Online records are available from 1850 through 1985 at this time.

How to do a Tax Search On-Line

Tax Redemption

Depending on the years you are searching, you may need to contact the County Clerk's Office at 630-407-5540 to
Tax Revenue obtain the following information before you get started.

« 1850 to 1947
« You will need a legal description, lot and block information and whether the property is incorporated or
unincorporated.

« If the property is incorporated, the tax information is located in the LOTS book, listed by municipality.

« If the property is unincorporated, the tax information is located in the LANDS book. The lands book is
sorted by Township and Section Number. The majority of parcels will be described by direction and
section number (i.e. N1/2 of the NW1/4 of the SW1/4, etc.). The subdivision index is located at the
beginning of the book and provides the starting page of each subdivision.

Scroll down to the area just below Frequently Asked Questions and click the search the
Collector’s Books history information on-line link:

s 08 - Lisle Township

« 09 & 10 - Downers Grove Township
Frequently Asked Questions
How do I request the amount of taxes paid in previous years?

1. You can search the Collector's Books history information on-line.

« 1850 to 1947: The Collector's Books are by legal description by Township.
« 1948 to 1975: The Collector's Books are by book and parcel number by Township.
« 1976 to 1985: The Collector's Books are in Property Index Number (PIN) order by Township.

13


https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/

DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website):
Tax Record Search Cont.

This will then load to a page that looks like this:

collectorbooks.dupageco.org - /CollectorBooks/

[To Parent Directory]

12/22/2016 1:89 PM <dir> 1500
12/22/2e1le 1:18 PM <dir> 1908

Select either the 1800’s or the 1900’s

For example purposes the 1900’s was selected and this takes you to a page with a long list of
years which looks like this:

collectorbooks.dupageco.org

[To Parent Directory]

12/23/2016 4:16 PM <dir> 198@
12/23/2e16 4:16 PM <dir> 1981
12/23/2016 4:16 PM <dir> 13982
12/23/2e1le 4:16 PM <dir> 1983
12/23/2816 4:17 PM <diry 1984
12/23/2016 4:17 PM <dir> 1985
12/23/2e16 4:17 PM <dir> 1986
12/23/2016 4:17 PM <dir> 1987
12/23/2e16 4:17 PM <dir> 1988
12/23/2e16 4:17 PM <dir> 1382
12/23/2016 4:17 PM <dir> 191@
12/23/2816 4:17 PM <diry 1911
12/23/2016 4:17 PM <dir> 1912
12/23/2e16 4:17 PM <dir> 1913
12/23/2016 4:17 PM <dir> 1914

= After you select a year a long list of towns names, land books and lot books load. Pick
one.

*Lot Books are easier to use but when you get back into the 1870’s Land Books must be
used because we did not have many Lot Books yet in Downers Grove.*

6/23/2817 3:16 PM 67891882 1961 DuPage Lot Book Bloomingdale 23.pdf
6/23/2817 3:17 PM 181459357 1961 DuPage Lot Book Bloomingdsle 24.pdf
6/23/2817 3:16 PM 31881431 1951 DuPage Lot Book Bloomingdale 244 Vol 1.pdf
6/23/2017 3:17 PM 1891972318 19561 DuPage Lot Book Bloomingdsle 244 Vol 2.pdf
6/23/2017 3:17 PM 168721683 1961 DuPage Lot Book Bloomingdsle 25.pdf
6/23/2017 3:17 PM 58256854 1961 DuPages Lot Book Carol Stresm_234.pdf
6/23/2017 3:17 PM 97247236 1961 DuPage Lot Book Clarendon Hills 75.pdf
6/23/2817 3:17 PM 134820658 1961 DuPage Lot Book Clarendon Hills 76.pdf
6/23/2817 3:18 PM 191516178 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 78.pdf
6/23/2817 3:18 PM 167246829 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 7%.pdf
6/23/2817 3:18 PM 208856382 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 88.pdf
6/23/2817 3:18 PM 179739696 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 81.pdf
6/23/2817 3:18 PM 206827998 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 82.pdf
6/23/2017 3:18 PM 2184110@7 1861 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 832, pdf
6/23/2017 3:18 PM 13932474 1261 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 84 Vol 1.pdf
6/23/2817 3:18 PM 231196%6@ 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 84 Vol 2.pdf
6/23/2817 3:18 PM 165259712 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 85.pdf
6/23/2817 3:18 PM 228228408 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 86.pdf
6/23/2817 3:19% PM 126985474 1961 DuPage Lot Book Downers Grove 87.pdf
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https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/

DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website):

Tax Record Search Cont.

Once selected a very large online pdf will load (this may take a long time to load) many, but not all
have an index page:

The legal description you have should have a recognizable name. For example, Assessors
Subdivision (Lot 26) or something to that effect.

If you see that on the index page go to the page it tells you to, if you do not see that try another
book until you do.

s INDEX

COLLECTORS BOOK NO, 91
DOWNERS GROVE TOWNSHIP LOTS VOLUME 8
1 TUMENAS RESUB PT W 1/2 SE 1/4 / 8 OF JOLIET 100 'WROBELS OWNERS ASSMT PIAT OF LOT 49
' 2 URBANS OAKDALE MANOR 8UB OF THE N 1/2 OF 100 WUNDERLICH WOODS OWNERS ASSMT PLAT OF
4 VACHATA ASSMT PLAT OF PT LOT 43 OF ASSMT 102 R R YORK PLAT OF SURVEY TRACT A ‘
a VANEKS RESUB GF 10T 1 BIX § MCINTOSH 102 ZARNS ASSMT PLAT / EX W 35 FI/ & |
5 VARONIS DIV OF LOT 2 OF VIETHS ASSMT PLAT 102 M ZEDNIXS SURV OF W 66 FT N 356 FT LOT |
5 M S VERCOE PLAT OF SURV TRACT 3 103 ZETHMAYERS ASSMT PLAT OF TRACT C OF TRACY
8 VIETHS ASSMT PLAT OF THAT PT LYING NRLY
5 JOSEPH VITTS PLAT OF SURV OF W 288.9 FT
6 JOSEPH VITTS 2ND PLAT OF SURVEY
6 VIACKS ASSMT PLAT OF PT BLK 3 IN NICHOLAS
7 R VODNANSKY PESUB LOTS 1 2 21 22 BIX 1
7 M L VOKALS PLAT OF SURV PARCEL 1
8 M L VOKAL 2ND PLAT OF SURVEY
B VONDRACEKS PLAT OF SURVEY |
] WILLIAM R WADKINS SUB OF E 1/2 8E 1/4 |
8 ‘WARHUS RESUB OF LOT 11 BRANIGAR BROS 2ND
9 W C F L VOICF OF FARMERLABOR PK SUE OF E
45 WEST TOWN CEVELOPMENT COS RESUB
47 ROSE WELCHS SUB /OF PT SE 1/4 SEC 33 38 11
47 ROSE WELCH PLAT OF SURV SE 1/4 SEC 33 38 11
47 WHAPLES RESUB OF PT LOT 15 BRANIGAR BROS
48 MYRCN H WILCOX OGDEN AVE ADD
49 WOHEAD BROS RESUB OF LOTS 18 19 20 & 23
51 WOHEAD BROS 2ND RESUBOF LOTS 3 4 5§ &6 IN
. 52 WOHEAD BRCTHERS PLAT OF SURVEY
52 WM WOLFES PLAT OF SURV TRACT A
53 WOMENS 8UB OF LOT 3 HALLS 8UB OF NW 1/4 '
74 WOMANS SUB OF LOT 7 HALLS SUB [
a1 WOODCREST ESTATES / DOC 502620/ PT NW 1/4 |
99 ‘W F WOODS SUB
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DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website):
Tax Record Search Cont.

When you go to the suggested page remember that the pdf page and the book page are not the

same look at the corner of the scanned page to find the correct page.

Screen shot this information and write it down, check the surrounding years in increments of 5
roughly to get more complete list of potential owners. Check the far right side as well because the
person paying the taxes isn’t always the person living there. Make note of both names if this is the
case. You can do individual years too, but it takes longer. Make sure the legal description
matches(Lot and Block #’s) so you don’t send yourself on a wild goose chase.
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INE|  NAME OF ASSESSEE AND PROFERTY DRICRIFTICN | AL v%'noa“of {mmw m‘&‘;‘ Tt ANO 208 | CURMENT TAX I rouRTe |- ' ""::'u' " Sk, m_ i o ? ;
il RCH. NUMIER TAX OO TAX BATE T AChS Lordh o Lom | IMPRCVENENTS|  VALUATION INSTALLMIN® DUE GENERAL TAXES | From To |08 { ! ‘
e : i $1.00]  362.00 \ - ]
36821 [ 79 3212 210 NIRRT 21 we | 1siioo| 8] 8| 7le2
Whecketheer.en I
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PR | | ilia’ | |
T 183.73| 367446 | | ...
26622 749 | 3.212 1510 99)—°l 11440 22 . 183,73 1| 5|21|62
\ i
HN ¥ HARVIE JR i ; |
AT . 22—
: DCREST ESTS ‘ 22 ‘ v 183,73/ 1| 5/21/82
Eo?so FT /0.63 ACS/ 12 I e gl ||
e : 264,28  4AB.56) 1o
78623-001 | 749 | 3.212 Lk FERLLT EERLLLL, h ; 23 | 2aai28| 7| 6| 1[62)17
s WOLFE .
Baantis &l S
WNERS GROVE 1LL ]
23 e 244}28 8 20|62
NODOCREST ESTS \ 12 { ‘ e
Ex”THAT_PART OF LOT 13 | | i ~
PLAT OF s\mvsv TRACT A | 2 e
8K 78 PG | 13
4
’ wal | |
rest 1
| |
T 720 212.32|  424.6% 1 Ia 1 | ‘
260624 ! 749 | 3 zlz | 2520, 10700, 13 i bt "”"' = Al 1
™ IE NBRUECK SNSRI B PR E S b T
?t‘.’ﬁ“ﬁ nu £ST uu s 1
DOWNERS DVE 1L ! | |
24 | 212432 1| 8| 362 |
y.ourrlusl ESTS 1 I o ! |
72,11 | ‘l | ! = ”l T [ — ] { = i | e {
T 780 1 3.212 | | | 1890 \ E28l 1 ! I | bl 2l slwadesl |

The Total State Equalized Value is the number to pay attention to. This is what can fluctuate over
the years.

* Only do every year if there is some question to ownership chain or to zero in on the year it was
built. You will probably be able to find out when the house was built this way. Many years will have
to be searched, but if you see the taxes drop massively as you work backwards, or hike if you are

working forward, this is probably around the year the house was built because taxes are paid a year
in arrears.
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DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website):

Tax Record Search Cont.

Older books unsurprisingly look different but the same process needs to be followed. This is an
example of a book from 1892. The name of the Subdivision is hand written in the upper left part of
the page. The Lot and Block are still in a similar place and so is the location of the State Valuation.

tof o Vicwt "
. L .wﬂ vk S g n the County of DuPage, and State of Ilinois, Auefsgd for mj Year 1802.
g, : i g & /;.7 e 5 - R A ,
—= ) 24 | S ST A__2f 1 142 .
5 ¢ 24 2 1 15
= 7 S ST Y P S T2 ) 2
28 7 ! o A n
= — : y ) AR & L 2.
P4 ? [} " e /]
1 ! H it B Y, 20
A3 7 7 I . b4
’ a e g nt 2R 7}
10 q L A8 #L 9
NS J4 S S ST L/
o il 7} Y £ 25 2 95
T 7] 28 LNy ) uf g %
' b o uh ui ¥ ” Y, ¥
iy y : 2 %Ly dg 20. Y9211 :
¢ 0 4 ? b I8 A 1o 1y ’
1 — — — L o J8 L ) ¥ [ iy 4 e 2. 1y, 272 §
Kj 25 b 7 LI 4 w % o4 ™
" : 9 v; )7 : 15 02‘ i q $ N 22l 50 Y Ly L
25 ] 7S v 9 172 .
A o 4 4% . el L3 Lvp.
b fo b 7 » / "W 4% 0 v /7 -
- + ./ S ! ) {110 51 N L] U
0 L illan ity @ sre i ) 1 i R e -
g i o i UK 114 A 304 %o Ut 290 2726+ o 4} 5
¥, Z : <4 > S Y I B 0 ‘ i %
; 1 : Y 2 - SREE V) A X. v I
gl « : ) RN 180T | ?yq {4 10 /:j . V= |
: i ) : . lt ael| 7 1122 — |
= i 2 o A 7. y0 | 44 s .
s i | P i { | V2 e

The Tax Records part of the application is where your notes come into play. This is an example of

the filled out form.

Y
o
Tax Records
Name Year s::s:;i:l?‘n Amount
Elizalhet hevss 1413 A%:&]:: Ba‘im.é‘ o
‘ T -
120 ! : .
o See the jump in taxes
v 27 7 in 1926. This means
" 1973 T this house was built
‘ (474 " in 1925 because they
1125 i are paid a year in
Daniel M. Diener 112¢ : arrears. The original
. 127 :; owner would then
fi - be the person listed
' here.
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EXAMPLES OF COMMONLY USED SOURCES: A HOW TO

DuPage County Office of Records (Onsite research): Grantor/Grantee Book Research

Bring the list of names you have (this can include names you found from the tax records, but keep
those records separate), the general years they owned the house. Work backwards in time this is
normally easier, but sometimes if you hit a snag you may have to work forward instead.

Note-*Most of the time this snag that is mentioned is when the property ends up in the hands of a
bank or trust which can be difficult to track*

Bring your notes page, remember they don’t have to be fancy, notebook paper works just fine.

"  Write down the Book and Page number, Grantor & Grantee name, type of Doc, Doc #,

Dates of transactions, and Consideration amount

-

_@(av\*wi \ G eantee \bOC—TWe\ Doc =, \ L_;L;g)@'l

Eon - : ;

LN Y et anelol  Suiton \ Exaeutors) SRR e o i

SChZJfl( g }P s i’f b c; ‘P’UQJG'OQZX‘IQ =11 HXC} K%
Climec_Howe M3 bahal '0incia OVTON| Peed? | i

oL 8% 1]

s meu Wuegse \EL kel Sied WD | pr57-72877 z//vs/::' ‘110

T2l |Elton H. Torl \Harold blucpse| WD [AT5|-L22488] 552y |10

‘—1%—1;%{ A lbect N Zollmgc(\]EHOﬂ H. Tock] WD mqlfg-%(’qu/ﬂ ¥ e

i WZ%Z’;" Alhecr Zo\lmu,( Albedt N Zelbger WD i7g-553755 ;/{;’/{;‘28 ; 10

l' St 282 ||l ance Filer Albect N. Zelling WD Bi17-56367 220747 |10

P\a: 25% |Puwvst E. Gerdvies  |Lance € le¢ wb AP 2 ﬂz_z_%\i’_:
1872] %

|
) Nichals) <ecitors L

\

B=-ad p—
| & Zé% ?ﬂ- Boecrec Pﬁ@U?\E—be\rJn« QLD |R1Tr2-3%10 Wwl/sz 1

The Grantor/Grantee Books are alphabetized and cover certain years, they ate very well organized.
Protective gloves must be worn to go through them as many of them are quite old and they must
be preserved.
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DuPage County Office of Records (Onsite research): Grantor/Grantee Book Research

Whetever your list tuns out is whete you will be starting with the Grantor/Grantee Books. The
last Grantor you have on your list should be the Grantee of the next blank space you have on

our list.
% Find the (Grantor) Sellers name in the book and make sure the buyer (Grantee) and property

description matches.

This is an example from a different state. It is illegal to photograph the Grantor/Grantee book
in Illinois, please do not try and do that. They will kick you out. The books are pretty much the
same format though. So repeat this process till you have all the missing info and deeds.

“““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ Book o
19SS Doc and
r Date Grantee Grantor type page# Property

Description

*As mentioned sometimes houses end up in trusts or bank hands which is a very difficult
knot to untie, this is why it is suggested to have the tax research done first because then you
already have a general idea of where to look for the next owner on your list. *

Copies of documents can be made at the Recorders Office for 50 cents per page. Copy down
the book/page number and the document number onto one of the provided sheets available at
the Recorders Office and their staff will print them for you. Make sure the documents are

correct before you leave, sometimes mistakes happen.

You will need copies of all of the old deeds for your house to be approved.
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APPENDIX A: GLOSSARY OF PROPERTY RECORDS TERMS

% Book - The number of the book where the document is filed

% Chain of Ownership - A chain of ownership is the sequence of historical transfers of title to
a property. The "chain" runs from the present owner back to the original owner of the

property.
% Consideration - Payment for the transfer of the Deed
% Deed (D) - Legal document stating ownership or transfer of property
** Document Number - Number assigned to a deed, mortgage, or other legal document
** File Date - The date the document is filed with the County Recorder.
% Grantee - Buyer of property
**  Grantor - Seller of property
% Instrument - The type of document. Warranty Deed (WD), Trust Deed (TD), Deed (D), etc.
* Instrument Date - The date the document was signed
s Page - The page in the book where the document is filed

** PIN - Property Index Number or PIN. A numerical code for the legal description of a piece
of land as it has been defined for the purposes of real estate taxation

**  Quit Claim Deed - A quit claim deed conveys to the grantee all of the grantor’s interest in
and title to the property.

s Trust Deed (TD) - A Deed of Trust is an agreement between a lender & a borrower to give
the property to a neutral third party who will serve as a trustee. The trustee holds the property
until the borrower pays off the debt.

¢ Vernacular Building Form/Type — An atchitectural classification defined by the overall
massing and shape, interior space configuration and function, and materials.

% Warranty Deed (WD) - A warranty deed conveys to the grantee all of the grantor’s interest
in and title to the property.

APPENDIX B: CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES
City Directories at the Downers Grove Museum: 1903, 1905, 1907, 1908, 1910, 1911, 1916, 1922,
1923, 1926, 1927, 1935, 1938-41, 1944, 1945, 1951, 1952

Telephone Directories at the Downers Grove Museum: 1923, 1926, 1933-1935, 1938-1943,
1945-1949, 1951-1969, 1976, 1980-1986, 1988-1989, 1992-2007, 2012-2013

Telephone Directories at the Downers Grove Library: 1909, 1910, 1916, 1924-1929, 1931-1956,
1958, 1975, 1976, 1978-1983, 1985-2016



APPENDIX C: RESOUR CES AVAILABLE FOR HISTORIC HOME RESEARCH

e DuPage County Office of the County Clerk? - tax records (all digitized online at this address)

e DuPage County Office of Records? (421 N. County Farm Road, Wheaton) — deed books and records,
mortgage records (Records from mid-1961 onward available online?)

e Village of Downers Grove’s Architectural Styles Guide? — physical copies at Village and available online

e Downers Grove Museum?® (831 Maple Avenue) — city directories, phone books, DuPage County atlases,

general historical documents & research materials, local family histories, limited photographs of historic
homes and streets

e Downers Grove Public Library? (1050 Curtiss Street) — other city directories and phone books, historical
books, Sanborn Maps (online), DG Reporter on microfilm

e DuPage County Historical Museum® (102 E. Wesley St., Wheaton) and Naper Settlement” (523 S. Webster
St., Naperville) — information and documents about 19" century individuals and families from DuPage
County

e Village of Downers Grove’s GIS Historic Resources Map10 historic information about properties collected
as part of past Village surveys.

e https://www.dgtownship.com/assessor/ - Downers Grove Office of the Assessor for footprint of building

and any reported changes or updates made to the house. Some materials are available online, such as old
improvement sketches and parcel maps. A physical trip there bears more fruit, as their records have any
reported changes to the buildings over the years. Search using the address or property PIN #'s this is useful
as supporting documentation.

e https://www.historicaerials.com/ - Aerial photographs of the atea stretching back to the mid 1930’s

previously owned by the United States Government. This can be helpful to zero in on when a house was
built, moved or when extension were made to the building
e Family History Websites —

o http://www.ancestry.com (Free at DG Library) — Census records, birth and death records, federal land sales
records

o http://familysearch.org (Free with account)

o Newspapers.com, GenealogyBank.com or Newspaperarchive.com — documentation about the people who
lived there in the past

o lllinois Digital Archivesll

o Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections!2 - other online sources for information on families and individuals

"https:/ /www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/

? http:/ /www.dupageco.org/CountyClerk /TaxHistorySearch/

? https:/ /www.dupageco.org/recorder/

* https:/ /www.dupageco.org/Recorder/OnlineDocs/

> http:/ /www.downers.us/govt/historic-preservation/dg-architectural-guide
¢ http:/ /www.dgparks.org/places-to-go/the-museum

" https:/ /www.dglibrary.org/

® https://dupagemuseum.org/

* http:/ /www.napersettlement.org/

"http:/ /vdg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d6291e93f9834c7ab8ce6bf58b74efe9
" http:/ /www.idaillinois.org/

" http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/
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