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The Downers Grove Museum and the Downers Grove Historical Society are proud to present the Downers Grove 

Historic Home Program. This Program aims to preserve the history and integrity of Downers Grove’s homes and 

educate the community about research and preservation. A home must be at least fifty years old to apply for 

recognition. This packet describes the requirements that need to be met in order for a home to be recognized as a 
Historic Home and for the owner(s) to be entitled a Historic Home Program plaque at no charge to the home 
owners.

The Downers Grove Historic Home Program is not affiliated with the Village of Downers Grove’s Historic 

Landmark Program. The Downers Grove Historic Home Program is strictly honorary and does not limit the 

homeowner from making alterations to the home. Additionally, the Program does not qualify homeowners for any 

type of financial incentives such as property tax assessment freezes or tax rebates. 

researching your home’s history

Start your research by writing down what you know about your home already. Use a notebook or blank sheet of 

paper to write your name at the top along with the years you have resided in your home. Below your name, write 

the name of the person you bought the property from and any additional information you may know. Do you know 

how long they lived there? If you are uncertain how long they owned the property, leave a space so you can fill it in 

once you discover the information.  

If you do not have any more information about your home, that is okay. By utilizing the DuPage County Recorders 

website, you will be able to track the ownership of your home back to 1961. All of the associated deeds have been 

uploaded online from that point to current. This is a very user friendly website. All you need to get started is either 
a name (this could even be your name), an address or the property index number. By typing this information in you 

will get a partial list of previous owners and are able to print copies of previous deeds, which are needed as proof of 

findings later in the application process.

See Appendix A for a glossary of property records terms. 
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Required Information: 

To research your home, you will need to know its property description. It will be listed on the deed to your house 

(if you cannot access the physical one, you can find it using the DuPage County Office of Records’ online 

document portal). The property description can also be found on a Plat of Survey for your house.

Example of a Property Description: 

Lot 1 in C.B. Blodgett Homestead Subdivision in Downers Grove, a Subdivision of part of Lot 4, in 

Assessors Subdivision in Section 8, Township 38 North, Range 11, East of the Third Principal Meridian 

You should also write down your property’s Property Index Number (PIN). This can be found on a property 

tax bill or a deed. You can also search the DuPage County Clerk’s online Property Lookup Page:

https://www.dupageco.org/PropertyInfo/PropertyLookUp.aspx. 

An example of a PIN: 09-08-316-003-000. 

It is necessary to have this information because your address may have changed over time, but your property’s 

description and PIN has not (there are few examples of PIN # changing but this is a very rare occurrence). 

Recommended Research Steps:

1. Online Deed Records – Use the Office of the Recorder’s online portal to find digital deeds and mortgage

records related to your home as far back as 1961. Write down who lived in your home. Grantors and

Grantees will be listed on each deed (see Appendix A for definitions)

2. Tax Records - Property tax records are important to your research because they validate a time frame when

your home was most likely built. If a home or building was built, the assessed value of the property should

typically increase for the year after it was completed. However, keep in mind that an increase does not always

mean a home or building was erected, but it is important to document that increase. These can be found
online through the County Recorder's website.

3. Deed Books and Mortgage Records– Visit the DuPage County Recorders office in Wheaton, IL and look

at Grantor /Grantee books to find records earlier than 1961. These show transactions between previous

buyers and sellers of your property and will provide you with an accurate date of when your property was

sold. Write these down using the charts on that page.

4. Historical Information – Use historical records from the Downers Grove Museum, Library, and family

history websites to find any information you can on your house’s past owners and historical significance i.e:
Lindenwald Estate the home of General Ducat, he reorganized the Il National Guard to its current standards.

5. Architectural Classification – Use the Village of Downers Grove’s Architectural Style Guide and other

books or online resources to determine what architectural style(s) and/or vernacular form(s) your home

matches (see Appendix A for descriptions of these terms).

https://www.dupageco.org/PropertyInfo/PropertyLookUp.aspx
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Recommended Research Steps (Cont.):

6. City Directories/Phone Books - Look up your address in the

Museum and Library’s city directories and phone books, which date

as far back as 1903. The directories list past residents of your home

and sometimes they will list the person’s occupation. See Appendix B

to find out which years the Museum and Library have.

7. Atlases - Look at DuPage County atlases at the Museum, which can

show you where your property is and if it was divided up into

sections. Learning if your property was divided into sections is

important because it can explain some land transactions that took

place, which you will learn more about once you begin to look at

property tax records.

8. Ask for Help - If at anytime, you feel stuck in your research, please
reach out to the Downers Grove Museum or Downers Grove
Historical Society for help.

Note: Addresses in Downers

Grove changed in 1927 to adapt 

to Chicago’s address system. If 

you do not know your 

property’s old address, it will be 

difficult to look at directories 

prior to 1927.  

The Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps of Downers Grove from

1927 have both the old and new

addresses listed. Unfortunately, 

the whole town is not on this 

map. This is available through 

the Library of Congress website. 

As well, if  a former owner of

your property was living in your 
home prior to 1927, you can

look at the 1925-1926 city 

directories and learn your old 

address number by searching 
that owner. 
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examples of commonly used sources: a how to 

DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website): 
The website will load to a page that looks like this, click the search documents button as 
seen below. https://www.dupagecounty.gov/elected_officials/county_clerk/ 

Once you have clicked the search documents button, the page below will load. Type in either your
name, a previous owners name (who you bought the house from is listed on your deed), the 
address or the Property Index Number and then hit the search button.

https://www.dupagecounty.gov/elected_officials/county_clerk/
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DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website) continued: 

After hitting the search button, a list of results will load that looks something like this.  Look for
deeds under Doc. Type. A Grantor is the seller of a property and a Grantee is the buyer; you can
see on the list below the same deed shows up because it is listed under both the Grantors and 
Grantees name, you only need one, as it is the same document. The document number is listed
on the left. 
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DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website) use example continued: 

Once you click an item on the list a page that looks like this will appear, make sure the Property 
Index Number/Pin# and the legal description match your property. As long as they are a match 
you can continue and click View/Print Document. From this point you can click a document and 
print it directly from the website. 



9 

DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website) continued: 

Once you have clicked the View/Print Document button a pdf file will load showing the deed. 
Deeds have a lot of good information that can be utilized for your research. Write the information
down and keep the old deed to track your properties ownership. Note who the Grantor/Grantees 
were, the transaction dates (each deed has two, the day it was signed and the day it was filed 
sometimes these dates are months apart), the consideration amount, if a book and page number is
listed anywhere on the deed note this information down too, type of deed and doc #’s as well.  

*Remember to continue writing down your list of previous owners even though you are printing
these documents, it will make the process easier and prevent confusion.
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DuPage County Office of Records (Recorders Office Website) use example continued: 

Sometimes due to computer gremlins having a good time the list will have a gap even though you 
have not reached the 1961 mark. In this case search the last Grantee(buyer) name you found and 
this may bring up another deed for when they sold the property (they would then be the Grantor) 
that for some reason did not show up in the general search on the website.  

Example of very basic notes:  
(Your notes don’t have to be fancy, just make sure you can read them) 

Once you have obtained all the names of previous owners and copies of deeds you can from this 
website the next logical step is to research the property taxes.  

*It is sometimes logical to research the taxes first before making a physical trip to the Recorders
Office for the rest of the deeds you need, because the tax history can illuminate who other previous
owners might be. Then you have an idea of which names you need to search for in the Recorders
Office’s Grantor/Grantee Books.



11 

examples of commonly used sources: a how to 

DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website): 

Tax Record Search 

Go to the Dupage County Government Website: https://www.dupagecounty.gov/ 

It should look something like this: 

In the drop down menu under Government Tab select County Clerk 

https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
https://www.dupagecounty.gov/
https://www.dupagecounty.gov/
https://www.dupagecounty.gov/
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DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website): 

Tax Record Search Cont. 

This should then load to a page that looks something like this: 

 Do not click property tax look up that’s not what you think it is.

 Instead scroll down a little and select Tax History Search in the Property Tax Info side tab

located on the left hand side of the page.

https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
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DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website): 

Tax Record Search Cont. 

This will then load a page that looks something like this: 

Scroll down to the area just below Frequently Asked Questions and click the search the 

Collector’s Books history information on-line link: 

https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
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DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website): 

Tax Record Search Cont. 

This will then load to a page that looks like this: 

Select either the 1800’s or the 1900’s 

For example purposes the 1900’s was selected and this takes you to a page with a long list of 

years which looks like this: 

 After you select a year a long list of towns names, land books and lot books load. Pick 

one.

*Lot Books are easier to use but when you get back into the 1870’s Land Books must be 
used because we did not have many Lot Books yet in Downers Grove.*

https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
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DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website): 

Tax Record Search Cont. 

Once selected a very large online pdf will load (this may take a long time to load) many, but not all 

have an index page: 

The legal description you have should have a recognizable name. For example, Assessors 

Subdivision (Lot 26) or something to that effect.  

If you see that on the index page go to the page it tells you to, if you do not see that try another 

book until you do. 

https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
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DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website): 

Tax Record Search Cont. 

When you go to the suggested page remember that the pdf page and the book page are not the 

same look at the corner of the scanned page to find the correct page. 

Screen shot this information and write it down, check the surrounding years in increments of 5 

roughly to get more complete list of potential owners. Check the far right side as well because the 

person paying the taxes isn’t always the person living there. Make note of both names if this is the 

case. You can do individual years too, but it takes longer. Make sure the legal description 

matches(Lot and Block #’s) so you don’t send yourself on a wild goose chase.  

The Total State Equalized Value is the number to pay attention to. This is what can fluctuate over 

the years. 

* Only do every year if there is some question to ownership chain or to zero in on the year it was 
built. You will probably be able to find out when the house was built this way. Many years will have 
to be searched, but if you see the taxes drop massively as you work backwards, or hike if you are 
working forward, this is probably around the year the house was built because taxes are paid a year

in arrears.

https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
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DuPage County Office of the County Clerk(County Clerks Website): 

Tax Record Search Cont. 

Older books unsurprisingly look different but the same process needs to be followed. This is an 

example of a book from 1892. The name of the Subdivision is hand written in the upper left part of 

the page. The Lot and Block are still in a similar place and so is the location of the State Valuation. 

The Tax Records part of the application is where your notes come into play. This is an example of 

the filled out form. 

See the jump in taxes 

in 1926. This means 

this house was built 

in 1925 because they 

are paid a year in 

arrears. The original 

owner would then 

be the person listed 

here. 

https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
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examples of commonly used sources: a how to 

DuPage County Office of Records (Onsite research): Grantor/Grantee Book Research 

Bring the list of names you have (this can include names you found from the tax records, but keep 

those records separate), the general years they owned the house. Work backwards in time this is 

normally easier, but sometimes if you hit a snag you may have to work forward instead.  

Note-*Most of the time this snag that is mentioned is when the property ends up in the hands of a 

bank or trust which can be difficult to track*

Bring your notes page, remember they don’t have to be fancy, notebook paper works just fine. 

 Write down the Book and Page number, Grantor & Grantee name, type of Doc, Doc #,

Dates of transactions, and Consideration amount

The Grantor/Grantee Books are alphabetized and cover certain years, they are very well organized. 

Protective gloves must be worn to go through them as many of them are quite old and they must 

be preserved.  
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DuPage County Office of Records (Onsite research): Grantor/Grantee Book Research 

Wherever your list runs out is where you will be starting with the Grantor/Grantee Books. The 

last Grantor you have on your list should be the Grantee of the next blank space you have on 

your list. 
 Find the (Grantor) Sellers name in the book and make sure the buyer (Grantee) and property

description matches.

This is an example from a different state. It is illegal to photograph the Grantor/Grantee book 

in Illinois, please do not try and do that. They will kick you out. The books are pretty much the 

same format though. So repeat this process till you have all the missing info and deeds.  

*As mentioned sometimes houses end up in trusts or bank hands which is a very difficult

knot to untie, this is why it is suggested to have the tax research done first because then you

already have a general idea of where to look for the next owner on your list. *

Copies of documents can be made at the Recorders Office for 50 cents per page. Copy down 

the book/page number and the document number onto one of the provided sheets available at 

the Recorders Office and their staff will print them for you. Make sure the documents are 

correct before you leave, sometimes mistakes happen. 

You will need copies of all of the old deeds for your house to be approved.  



Appendix A: Glossary of Property Records terms

  Book - The number of the book where the document is filed

  Chain of Ownership - A chain of ownership is the sequence of historical transfers of title to 
a property. The "chain" runs from the present owner back to the original owner of the 
property.

  Consideration - Payment for the transfer of the Deed

  Deed (D) - Legal document stating ownership or transfer of property

  Document Number - Number assigned to a deed, mortgage, or other legal document

  File Date - The date the document is filed with the County Recorder.

  Grantee - Buyer of property

  Grantor - Seller of property

  Instrument - The type of document. Warranty Deed (WD), Trust Deed (TD), Deed (D), etc.

  Instrument Date - The date the document was signed

  Page - The page in the book where the document is filed

  PIN - Property Index Number or PIN. A numerical code for the legal description of a piece 
of land as it has been defined for the purposes of real estate taxation

    Quit Claim Deed - A quit claim deed conveys to the grantee all of the grantor’s interest in 
and title to the property.

    Trust Deed (TD) - A Deed of Trust is an agreement between a lender & a borrower to give 
the property to a neutral third party who will serve as a trustee. The trustee holds the property 
until the borrower pays off the debt.

    Vernacular Building Form/Type – An architectural classification defined by the overall 
massing and shape, interior space configuration and function, and materials.

    Warranty Deed (WD) - A warranty deed conveys to the grantee all of the grantor’s interest 
in and title to the property.

City Directories at the Downers Grove Museum: 1903, 1905, 1907, 1908, 1910, 1911, 1916, 1922, 
1923, 1926, 1927, 1935, 1938-41, 1944, 1945, 1951, 1952 

Telephone Directories at the Downers Grove Museum: 1923, 1926, 1933-1935, 1938-1943, 
1945-1949, 1951-1969, 1976, 1980-1986, 1988-1989, 1992-2007, 2012-2013 

Telephone Directories at the Downers Grove Library: 1909, 1910, 1916, 1924-1929, 1931-1956, 
1958, 1975, 1976, 1978-1983, 1985-2016

Appendix B: City and telephone directories 
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Appendix c: Resources available for historic home research

 DuPage County Office of the County Clerk1 - tax records (all digitized online at this address)

 DuPage County Office of Records3 (421 N. County Farm Road, Wheaton) – deed books and records, 
mortgage records (Records from mid-1961 onward available online4)

 Village of Downers Grove’s Architectural Styles Guide5 – physical copies at Village and available online

 Downers Grove Museum6 (831 Maple Avenue) – city directories, phone books, DuPage County atlases, 
general historical documents & research materials, local family histories, limited photographs of historic 
homes and streets

 Downers Grove Public Library7 (1050 Curtiss Street) – other city directories and phone books, historical 
books, Sanborn Maps (online), DG Reporter on microfilm

 DuPage County Historical Museum8 (102 E. Wesley St., Wheaton) and Naper Settlement9 (523 S. Webster 
St., Naperville) – information and documents about 19th century individuals and families from DuPage 
County

 Village of Downers Grove’s GIS Historic Resources Map10 historic information about properties collected 
as part of past Village surveys.

 https://www.dgtownship.com/assessor/ - Downers Grove Office of the Assessor for footprint of building 
and any reported changes or updates made to the house. Some materials are available online, such as old 
improvement sketches and parcel maps. A physical trip there bears more fruit, as their records have any 
reported changes to the buildings over the years. Search using the address or property PIN #'s this is useful 
as supporting documentation.

 https://www.historicaerials.com/ - Aerial photographs of the area stretching back to the mid 1930’s 
previously owned by the United States Government. This can be helpful to zero in on when a house was 
built, moved or when extension were made to the building

 Family History Websites –

o http://www.ancestry.com (Free at DG Library) – Census records, birth and death records, federal land sales 
records

o http://familysearch.org (Free with account)

o Newspapers.com, GenealogyBank.com or Newspaperarchive.com – documentation about the people who 

lived there in the past

o Illinois Digital Archives11

o Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections12 - other online sources for information on families and individuals

1 https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/  
2 http://www.dupageco.org/CountyClerk/TaxHistorySearch/  
3 https://www.dupageco.org/recorder/  
4 https://www.dupageco.org/Recorder/OnlineDocs/  
5 http://www.downers.us/govt/historic-preservation/dg-architectural-guide 
6 http://www.dgparks.org/places-to-go/the-museum  
7 https://www.dglibrary.org/  
8 https://dupagemuseum.org/  
9 http://www.napersettlement.org/  
10http://vdg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d6291e93f9834c7ab8ce6bf58b74efe9 
11 http://www.idaillinois.org/  
12 http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/ 

https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
http://www.dupageco.org/CountyClerk/TaxHistorySearch/
https://www.dupageco.org/recorder/
https://www.dupageco.org/Recorder/OnlineDocs/
http://www.downers.us/public/docs/historic_preservation/12561%20-%20Architectural%20Style%20Booklet%205-25-17%20FINAL.pdf.
http://www.dgparks.org/places-to-go/the-museum
https://www.dglibrary.org/
https://dupagemuseum.org/
http://www.napersettlement.org/
http://vdg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d6291e93f9834c7ab8ce6bf58b74efe9
https://www.dgtownship.com/assessor/
https://www.historicaerials.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://familysearch.org/
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.genealogybank.com/
http://www.idaillinois.org/
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/
https://www.dupageco.org/countyclerk/
http://www.dupageco.org/CountyClerk/TaxHistorySearch/
https://www.dupageco.org/recorder/
https://www.dupageco.org/Recorder/OnlineDocs/
http://www.downers.us/govt/historic-preservation/dg-architectural-guide
http://www.dgparks.org/places-to-go/the-museum
https://www.dglibrary.org/
https://dupagemuseum.org/
http://www.napersettlement.org/
http://vdg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d6291e93f9834c7ab8ce6bf58b74efe9
http://www.idaillinois.org/
https://www.dgtownship.com/assessor/
https://www.historicaerials.com/
ohttp://www.ancestry.com
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/
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