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Chapter 13 Summing Up rev 2061	Cinema Design
The Great Movies
It is especially hard to order and rank these though I have tried by pushing them up and down the list. They are so different and all of them deserving that this is a kind of fool’s errand, yet nonetheless institutions persist in trying, so have I. In the end, this ranking is highly subjective and how these movies resonated only with me. As I said, there were some others in the 1987 ed. of Sound for Film and Television, but those haven’t made the cut.
My Top 25
Lawrence of Arabia 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf 
Forbidden Planet 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Brokeback Mountain 
The Godfather, Parts I and II 
2001: A Space Odyssey 
Casablanca 
Dr. Strangelove: or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb 
E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial 
Apocalypse Now 
12 Angry Men 
High Noon 
If 
The Manchurian Candidate (1962) 
The Fugitive
Bringing Up Baby 
Ran 
The Great Escape 
The King and the Clown (Korea, 2005) 
The Graduate 
Ikiru 
Midnight Cowboy 
Tongues Untied 
Modern Times

And as to even the bottom of this list, I am honored to have obtained original production drawings by Charles D. Hall for Modern Times from a trip to Sotheby’s London when I went in July 1994 for something else altogether: Kim Philby’s effects from his apartment in Moscow, one of the greatest spies ever (meaning worst getting the West’s best resources inside the Soviet Union killed). I only managed one book from his library inherited from Guy Burgess, another spy of the five Cambridge spies. The morning started with Oscar Wilde materials including his cigarette case and a letter from Bosie, all of which went for huge prices, but only a few people were present—most were on the phones. I was a registered bidder and when I came back from lunch and was admitted the room was mobbed with reporters and cameras: Philby was infamous and much of the British public thought his Russian widow should not benefit from the sale. She came in late and sat one seat diagonally away from me. Once the hoopla ended most people left and I found that the remainder of the day was devoted to Charlie, leaving me to bid on my treasure.
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